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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 07703 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: SNAR, AF, UR, US 

SUBJECT: SOVIET CHARGES ON AFGHAN NARCOTICS PROBLEM 
REF: STATE 82907 (NOTAL) 

1 . IT APPEARS TO US THAT SOVIET CHARGE VASEV'S STATEMENTS 
REPORTED REFTEL DO NOT BODE WELL FOR SOVIET COOPERATION 
WITH THE U.S. ON THE AFGHAN NARCOTICS PROBLEM. TO WIT: 

- VASEV'S CHARGES ON CHINA ECHO OLD SOVIET CHARGES THAT 
HAVE BEEN PERIODICALLY SURFACING IN THE SOVIET PRESS FOR 
MANY YEARS, AND, TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, HAVE NEVER BEEN BACKED 
UP BY ACTUAL EVIDENCE. THEY REMIND US OF STANDARD SOVIET 
PROPAGANDA ON CHINA WHICH SPEWS OUT A GREAT NUMBER OF 
CHARGES ABOUT NEFARIOUS CHINESE ACTIVITIES AROUND THE 
WORLD, INCLUDING IN THE NARCOTICS AREA. WE ARE POUCHING 
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TO EUR/SOV/MULTI THE MOST RECENT EXAMPLE OF SOVIET ALLE- 
GATIONS ABOUT PRC DRUG TRAFFICKING PRINTED IN FEB. 16 
IZVESTIYA. ARTICLE USES A JAPANESE NEWSPAPER ACCOUNT TO 
"DOCUMENT" POST 1949 CHINESE COMMUNIST EFFORTS TO EXPORT 
OPIUM ABROAD, INCLUDING TO THE U.S. ARTICLE ALLEGES THAT 
BEGINNING IN THE EARLY 1970'S THE PRC USED CHINESE MIDDLE- 
MEN IN THE U.S. AND PRC DIPLOMATIC PRIVILEGES AT THE UN 
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TO SUPPLY A MAJOR PORTION OF THE ILLICIT OPIUM SHIPPED 
TO THE U.S. 

IT IS DIFFICULT TO ACCEPT VASEV'S ASSERTION THAT HE HAD 
NO KNOWLEDGE ABOUT U.S. CONCERN RE OPIUM POPPIES GROWING 
ON SOVIET AID PROJECTS IN NEPAL WHEN U.S. CONCERN WAS 
SPECIFICALLY EXPRESSED TO SOVIET EMBASSY OFFICER IVANOV 
LAST FALL BY NEA/INS COUNTRY DIRECTOR LANDE. 

- VASEV'S ALLEGATIONS ABOUT EMBASSY MOSCOW'S EFFORTS "TO 
PROTECT" THREE AMERICANS ARRESTED BY THE SOVIETS IS ALSO 
UNFOUNDED. THE EMBASSY HAS NEVER PROTESTED THE TRIAL OR 
THE SENTENCE METED OUT TO THE THREE AND HAS REPEATEDLY 
TURNED DOWN THE PRISONERS' PLEAS THAT THE EMBASSY PETITION 
FOR AMNESTY OR CLEMENCY ON THEIR BEHALF. 

2. VASEV’S REMARKS ABOUT BILATERAL SOVIET-AFGHAN RELATIONS 
MAY REFLECT A SOVIET SUSPICION THAT U.S. IS ATTEMPTING TO 
USE NARCOTICS ISSUE TO IRRITATE THESE RELATIONS. IN 
GENERAL, HOWEVER, WE INTERPRET HIS RESPONSE TO OUR 
REQUEST AS A DELIBERATE EFFORT TO OBFUSCATE A PROBLEM WHICH 
HE WAS UNWILLING OR UNABLE TO DISCUSS DIRECTLY. HIS 
RESPONSE DOES NOT AUGUR WELL FOR POSSIBILITY OF JOINT 
SOVIET-U.S. COOPERATION ON THE AFGHAN NARCOTICS PROBLEM. 

3. VASEV'S RESPONSE, WHILE IT MAY NOT BE THE FINAL SOVIET 
POSITION, REINFORCES OUR VIEW THAT SOVIET SENSITIVITIES 
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OVER POSSIBLE EFFECT OF THIS ISSUE ON SOVIET-AFGHAN 
RELATIONS INDICATES THAT THE MAJOR U.S. EMPHASIS SHOULD 
BE THROUGH MULTILATERAL CHANNELS, SUCH AS THE UN NARCOTICS 
FORUM IN GENEVA. TOON 
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